
Rats and Mice 

Norwegian Rat  

 

The Norway, or brown, rat lives both as a commensal in close association with man and in the feral state, 

chiefly where vegetation is tall and rank and affords adequate protection.  As a commensal this rat lives 

principally in basements, on the ground floor, or in burrows under sidewalks or outbuildings. They appear 

to be most common about feed stores, chicken houses, and garbage dumps. Although more at home on 

the ground, these rats are adept at climbing and have been observed traveling along telephone wires from 

one building to another. In places they become exceedingly numerous and destructive. 

These rats are prolific breeders. The gestation period varies from 21 to 23 days and the number 

of young from two to 14, averaging seven or eight. At birth they are blind, naked, and helpless. 

They grow rapidly; their eyes open in 14-17 days and they are weaned when 3 or 4 weeks old. 

There is no delimited breeding season, but there is a tendency for a slow-up in reproduction 

during fall and winter. The life span is reported to be 2-3 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



House Mouse 

 

House mice thrive under a variety of conditions: they are found in and around homes and commercial 

structures as well as in open fields and agricultural lands. House mice consume and contaminate food 

meant for humans, pets, livestock, or other animals. In addition, they often cause considerable damage 

to structures and property. They can transmit pathogens that cause diseases such as salmonellosis, a 

form of food poisoning. 

Field Mouse 

 

The Field Mouse is a small rodent, found in long rolling plains or alternately old houses and any place in 

between. Low on the food chain, these beasts reproduce at an alarming rate. They aren't especially 

vicious and rely on their size, speed, and own ingenuity to survive. 

 

 

 


